
These natural history sailing trips explore the beautiful Gulf Islands, pro-
tected between Vancouver Island and the mainland. The area is located in 
a rain shadow receiving less than 500mm (20 in) of rain a year and forms 
a dry ecosystem characterized by Douglas Fir, Garry Oak and the beautiful 
Arbutus or Madronne tree. The Gulf Islands are considered by many sailors 
to have some of the best cruising on the west coast of North America. Late 
spring and fall are the ideal time of year to visit; summer crowds are absent 
and the weather is generally mild and gentle. Our voyages focus on the new 
Gulf Islands National Park and several marine parks among the islands. We 
sail the many scenic channels among the islands of the archipelago. We go 
ashore frequently, walking with our naturalist to learn about the • ora and 
fauna. Each night is spent at anchor. There are lovely quiet anchorages; often 
with trails for an evening or early morning walk ashore. We expect encoun-
ters with Dall‘s porpoise, harbour seals, two species of sea lion, and perhaps 
orcas or minke whales. Porpoises are great fun as they often rush over to the 
boat and ride on the wave under the bow. The annual bird migration will be 
underway and we expect to see many species of birds - bald eagles, auklets, 
murrelets, cormorants, phalaropes, various species of gulls. Along the shore 
we will explore the intertidal zone for fascinating invertebrates - star• sh, 
sea anemones, clams, crabs and perhaps nudibranchs. The sheltered waters 
made these islands a favorite wintering site for Coast Salish native people. 
Throughout the islands there are native rock carvings (petroglyphs).     
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C A N A D I A N  G U L F  I S L A N D S

People with an interest in natural 
history will thoroughly enjoy this 
trip. Each voyage is accompanied 
by an experienced naturalist who 
will give talks, slide shows, and 
lead shore excursions. With the 
help of interested participants we 
plan to keep a list of the animals 
and plants we sight each day. 
We do daily shore excursions in 
our in• atable zodiacs, as well as 
short hikes on the various islands.
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Aside from our adult tours, each 
spring and fall, Bluewater takes 
junior and senior high school 
students from across Canada to 
the Gulf Islands. These programs 
focus on marine biology, sailing, 
leadership skills, team work and 
teaching kids about environmental 
sustainability and increase their 
awareness about the marine world. 
We can accommodate groups up 
to 33 plus supervisors. By keeping 
costs low, these trips are mainly 
funded by our regular season adult 
programs. When you participate in 
a Bluewater trip, you are helping 
educate upcoming generations.
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• Gulf Islands National 

Park Reserve 
•  Marine Mammals  
•  Island Walking

•  Mediterranean like Climate
•  Great Sailing 
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contact us

itinerary highlights
We have a wonderful variety of parks and protected areas in the Gulf Islands to choose from. Mandarte Island 
has various species of birds to observe. Sidney Spit is named after the long and prominent sand spit and is great 
for walks or exploring in the lagoon. Portland Island has wonderful trails, tide pools and middens - piles of shell 
refuse left from old native villages. Tumbo and Cabbage Islands face the Strait of Georgia and are some of the 
more remote islands in the Gulf Islands. Montague Harbour is the original marine park in British Columbia. We do 
not produce a detailed day by day itinerary in advance of the trip. Our daily plans are ! exible to accommodate the 
surprises that we encounter each trip, the requirements of tide and weather, and the interests of the group. Wildlife 
is wild life and have their own agenda.
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